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BOOMER ALERT 
Why a Forum on Boomers.? Well, they are fast becoming members of 
our Third Age organizations. Do they want something different from what 
we  now offer? Perhaps, which is why TAN is presenting this Forum for 
its member groups. Come along to hear what Michelle Gold and Profes-
sor Norm Archer have to say on this subject. 

 

Aim of Forum 
 To discuss impact of Baby Boomers joining our ranks 

 To identify adaptations and programs that may be required 

 To find ways to engage boomers as leaders in third age learning 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
10 am to 3 pm 

Atrium 
The McMaster Innovation 

Park 
175 Longwood Road S,  

Hamilton 
 (free parking) 

 

LUNCH INCLUDED 
 

A Few Places are Still Available 

 

At least two (or more) from each group is invited 
to attend. Cost per person is $25. Please 
register by April 12 by sending names of 

participants, email addresses and a cheque for 
$25 each  (payable to TAN) to Carole Langford, 

1 Castle Gate, Stouffville, ON L4A 0G9 or 
etransfer to Carole at  

langford@egate.net  

 

TAN’s Annual Meeting to Follow Forum at 3 pm 
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Third Age Nipissing 

   

 

 

  

In the spring of 2017, The Executive of RTO District 43, 
(Retired Teachers of Ontario), was contacted by Dr. 
Renata Wachowiak-Smolikova, an educator and 
researcher originally from the Czech Republic, to ask for 
support in establishing a Third Age Learning group in the 
North Bay area. The University of the Third Age is very 
popular in Europe and also in the Czech Republic. Dr. 
Wachowiak-Smolikova wanted to start a group in North 
Bay where she currently lives. Dr. Douglas Bolger, the 
First-Vice President of District 43 (retired Nipissing 
University faculty member) was asked to meet with Dr. 
Wachowiak-Smolikova and report back to the Executive.  

After this meeting took place, it was arranged to have two 
speakers from the Barrie Third Age group attend the 
October 2017 District 43 Executive Meeting.  As a result 
of this excellent presentation, a motion was approved to 
support, in principle, the establishment of a Third Age 
Learning group in the North Bay Area. 

Dr. Bolger asked for volunteers from the Executive to 
meet with Ms. Smolikova to initiate the establishment of 
this group.  At a meeting on December 5, 2017, Third Age 
Nipissing was born, with six persons in attendance and 
three regrets for other interested participants. The group 
will seek to provide a service to the Nipissing & East 
Parry Sound communities of Northern Ontario. 

 At this meeting an executive was formed with Dr. Bolger 
named as chair of the newly named “Third Age 
Nipissing”.   

Tasks were assigned to: register our group with the 
Provincial Network; establish a bank account (with funds 
donated by committee members); to open a website 
(thirdagenipissing.com) and to begin looking for 
venues for a May 2018 lecture series. The committee 

also decided to plan for a spring and fall lecture series 
program. 

At the next meeting in January 2018, the Theme of “The 
Love of Music” was selected for our May 2018 series and 
potential speakers were identified.  Members were 
assigned the responsibility for contacting these individuals.  
Discussions continued around possible venues and dates 
were established to visit these sites.  A draft of a budget 
was also discussed. 

Third Age Nipissing was gaining momentum and the group 
next met in February at the Holiday Inn Express & Suites in 
North Bay.  The location of the meeting was to confirm this 
site as tlocation for our May Lecture Series.  A funding 
proposal was approved for submission to various 
community groups to seek start-up financial assistance. At 
this stage of development, we are still awaiting potential 
funding grants and are confident that these will be forth 
coming. 

Members of the Third Age Executive met with North Bay 
Mayor, Al McDonald on February 13th to make him aware 
of our organization and our plans.  Mayor McDonald gave 
his support our efforts and has agreed to attend our 
inaugural session to bring greetings. 

Third Age Nipissing will be presenting a three lecture/
workshop series, “The Love of Music” on May 9th, 16th & 
23rd from 1:30-3:30 pm at the Holiday Inn Express, 1325 
Seymour Street, North Bay, ON P1B9V6.  Speakers will 
include: Concertmaster Calvin Cheng, North Bay 
Symphony Orchestra; Dr. Jamie Arrowsmith, Coordinator, 
Independent Music Production and Head of String Studies 
School of Music Cambrian College of Applied Arts and 
Technology, Carol Joudin, Rhythm Workshop Specialist 
and Heather Topps, North Bay Ukulele Group. Advertising 

is in the works and the printing and sale 
of tickets are on the near horizon. 

 

We are excited to be a part of the Third 
Age Network and proud to have the 
opportunity to bring this service to our 
Nipissing & East Parry Sound 
Communities. 

 

 

by Dr. Douglas Bolger 

Chairperson 

 

Mayor Al McDonald,, Joan Hambley, Stephanie Roy, Dr. Renata Wachowiak-Smolikova and  Dr. Douglas Bolger. 
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From the Executive Committee   

Annual Meeting  - The TAN Annual Meeting will take place at 3 pm on April 21, 
following the Boomer Alert Forum.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  It will be 
held at the McMaster Innovation Park,  175 Longwood Road S., Hamilton .  For 
detailed directions, go to https://mcmasterinnovationpark.ca/pages/directions-to-
the-mip 

Website - We are currently upgrading our website to make it more informative and 
more attractive.  Our web master, Margaret Robertson, has converted the web-
site to WordPress and we are now working with a designer to add colour and 
interest to our on-line presence.  Sample documents and templates are added 
on an ongoing basis. 

Grant Applications - Neither our application to New Horizons nor to Trillium were 
accepted.  Both were aimed at significantly expanding the presence of Third 
Age learning opportunities across the Province and increasing the profile of life-
long learning as a valuable contribution to seniors’ health.  The TANPLAN com-
mittee is exploring ways to continue to work toward these goals- albeit in a more 
gradual way. 

New Third Age learning organizations  - Pursuant to the above, TAN receives 
regular inquiries through our website as to how to start new groups.  Support 
and assistance is offered, often through members helping members – true to 
our Network’s mission.  

Boomer Alert Forum Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find details about how to 
join the April 21 Forum which will explore whether we as providers of lifelong 
learning will need to alter our ways of operating to satisfy the new cohort of retir-
ees (Boomers). 

TAN Symposium 2019  TAN is looking for a  leader to develop TAN’s biennial 
symposium in 2019.  The plan is that we would seek external speakers with ex-
pertise in the field of senior and adult education as a means of expanding our 
horizons. If you are interested or know someone who would be a good candi-
date, please contact Nancy Christie (nancy.christie@utoronto.ca).   

International Federation on Ageing  TAN along with several of its members will 
present a workshop on various learning formats and how to develop them at this 
international conference in Toronto  August 8-10, 2018. Any one can attend.  
For more information about the conference, go to www.ifa2018.com 

Please send your articles for the newsletter  to 

 Sheilagh Hickie 

shickie@bell.net 

We’ll be doing another newsletter in early June so your stories and photos  

should be sent around May 15th. 

 

Many thanks. 

https://mcmasterinnovationpark.ca/pages/directions-to-the-mip
https://mcmasterinnovationpark.ca/pages/directions-to-the-mip
mailto:nancy.christie@utoronto.ca)
http://www.ifa2018.com
mailto:shickie@bell.net
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Academy Member is an Author 
By Cathy Spark, Academy for Lifelong Learning 

 

 

The Membership Survey, stickhandled by Julian Sale, is 
very important for TAN. It tells us about our members, 
their registration numbers, operation methods, lectures 
or peer learning, and lots of other important information 
Please take a look at your data online and update it if 
necessary.  

The new and revised Membership Survey is now fully 
operational and the results are available on the TAN 
website in the Members Only section. The intention was 
to simplify the questions and to present the questions in 
a manner that allowed for the data collected to be easily 
graphed. All 28 TAN members have been sent a link 
which allows them to update their information 
periodically.  

Information is live and shows up in the results 
immediately. Most, but not all members, have updated 
their info. If you find that your organization does not 
have up to date info, please ask your TAN rep to help. If 
any TAN members want to update their information but 
have misplaced their link, please contact Julian Sale at 
juliansale@gmail.com. Julian and also help with any 
other questions you might have. 

Academy members are a diverse, talented bunch. The 
extent to which this is true can easily be seen if you 
attend any of our workshops, Forums, or Talks. Many, in 
addition, excel in other areas; with accomplishments that 
run the gamut from the arts through to community 
service. From time to time, we will showcase some of 
these individuals to shine a light on the fascinating things 
they do.   

This issue we congratulate Lorna Poplak, whose 
engaging book Drop Dead: A Horrible History of Hanging 
in Canada has recently hit the bookstore shelves. Lorna, 
an Academy member since 2012, has had a successful 
career across a wide range of expertise -  from law to 
electronic media. But Lorna has always had a love for 
words. On her website she says that books have always 
been a constant in her life – like Mount Everest or the 
moon or breakfast. Drop Dead is the latest successful 
milestone in a writing portfolio that includes  subject 
matter from travel pieces to medical information. 
Published by Dundurn Press, it is a darkly humorous 
book about crime and punishment in Canada’s first 
century, which also examines the relevance of capital 
punishment today. Congratulations, Lorna, on the 
publication of your book.  

  
Lorna Poplak 

TAN’s Membership Survey Needs Your Help 

mailto:juliansale@gmail.com


5  

5  

 

The 100th LIFE Institute Student Award was presented 
this year at the Partners in Learning event on March 20th. 
Since 1999, LIFE has granted these scholarships to 
Ryerson students in financial need who are committed to 
studies that will improve the lives of seniors.  

The 100 winning students have come from a wide variety 
of disciplines. This year was no exception: Journalism, 
Nursing Science, Psychology, Aging and Gerontology and 
Advanced Architecture.  

Why did they choose to work with older adults? Their 
inspirations varied from living with grandparents to 
volunteering in a seniors’ home and a chance research 
assistant position. However, the audience was moved by 
the students’ accounts of the impact of being chosen for 
the award.  

 

 

 

Greater than financial assistance, is the encouragement 
and confidence that winning brought to them. “,. . . I 
think I really began to believe in myself; . . . to put 
myself out there and be vulnerable. I felt like I . . .  can 
dream big and make changes.” 

One of this year’s recipients, Alison Conway, is herself 
a senior. Her studies in architecture began after post-
retirement employment at a co-op housing project. At 
the end of her speech, Alison left LIFE members with a 
rousing call to action:  

“Locally, seniors have work as members of the village 
that raises and provides a welcoming 
community for children. Provincially, seniors have work 
speaking out and acting for justice, equality and 
fairness. 
Globally, seniors have work as elders to take action on 
environmental challenges so children inherit a healthy 
sustainable world. Personally, seniors have work being 
members of a caring, kind and engaged community.” 

 

LIFE Institute Student Awards 

By Jeanette Browne, LIFE Institute 

Shown are the recipients of the LIFE Institute Student Award  (from the left): Jenna Chiandet (2015/16 
recipient), Adam Russell Chen, Alison Conway, Judith Levkoe (past chair of LISDA Committee), Sandra 

Hardy and Dr. Julia Spaniol (Associate Professor and Graduate Program Director, Department of 
Psychology accepting on behalf of Erika Sparrow) 
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They started it all. Miriam Butler, Bea Fleischauer 
and Florence Hayes, all 90 years young (or close to 
it), came to tell us how it began at TAL’s 30th 
Anniversary Celebration on February 22, 2018.   

Miriam, who had attended TAL’s winter 2018 series, 
Local, Live Theatre, for 8 weeks along with Bea, 
gave much credit to Ruth Clark (deceased) for 
leading the committee of 10 to the establishment of 
TAL-KW. Ruth was the driving force, declared 
Miriam, the one the rest of us followed. Florence 
confessed to introducing the first speaker. After 
much careful preparation and a case of nerves, she 
was happy with the introduction she had made, only 
to have the speaker tell her that she had his name 
wrong.  

The first two lectures were presented in 1988 to 
about 100 seniors in the Teaching Theatre of the 
Kitchener Auditorium. The topics, Free Trade and 
Waterloo City Heritage, were delivered by University 
of Waterloo faculty members John McKenzie Wilson 
and Ken McLaughlin respectively. In the early days, 
faculty from UW and Wilfrid Laurier University 
enlightened TAL members on topics such as 
Canadian/American Relations, Canada’s North and 
Canadian Literature. Clearly the TAL Program 
Committee saw a need to educate members on their 
homeland. 

From 1988 the audience grew until in 2002, lectures 
moved to the larger RIM Park facility in Waterloo 
(now the Manulife Financial Sportsplex and Healthy 
Living Centre) where 350 could be accommodated. 
With continuing high demand, there was a period of 
about 2 years when membership was closed. Then a 
lottery system was put in place. Neither solution 
being at all satisfactory, in 2012  TAL had to turn 
away 200 series ticket seekers for two separate 
series. 

      

TAL expanded once more. Since fall 2013 it has 
been possible to admit up to 650 per lecture. 
      

More recent series on the Hellenistic Age, Earth the 
Third Planet, How the Brain Works, The Canadian 
Arctic, Now That Religion Has Refused to Die, Music 
in the 20th Century all sold out. Members enjoy the 
high quality of the presentations and speakers rarely 
refuse the opportunity to appear. What draws them? 
A “mature” audience of between 400 and 600 arrive 
early, sit in the front rows, listen attentively, turn off 
phones and other devices, and ask wonderful 
questions submitted in writing during the refreshment 
break.  

Thirty years of success. May it continue. 

 

 

Thirty Years for Kitchener Waterloo 

by Pat Aplevich, TAL Kitchener Waterloo 

 

The Founders: Miriam Butler (front); Bea Fleischauer 
(back left) and Florence Hayes. 

 

Past Presidents: Janice Bock, Cathy Jenkins, Pam 
Hutchinson, Sandra Mader and Pat Aplevich. 


